Decision  #95-002-1 


BOARD  OF  INQUIRY 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Code 
R.S.O.    1990,  C.H.19 


BETWEEN: 

Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission 

Commission 

-  and  - 


Aprile  Grainger 

Complainant 

-  and  - 


PIC  Para  Legal  Services 
Vern  Pickard 

Respondents 


INTERIM  DECISION 


The  hearing  in  this  matter  commenced  by  telephone  conference  call 
on  Tuesday  November  29,  1995  at  4:30  in  the  afternoon.  I  was 
advised  in  advance  of  the  hearing  that  the  personal  respondent, 
Vern  Pickard,  had  been  in  communication  with  the  Boards  of  Inquiry 
Office  and  might  not  be  participating  in  the  conference  call.  I 
was  also  subsequently  notified  that  the  complainant  would  not  be 
participating  in  the  call. 

Before  the  conference  call  commenced,  the  telephone  operator 
advised  me  that  she  had  contacted  Mr.  Pickard,  and  he  did  not 
appear  to  be  going  to  participate  in  the  hearing  by  conference 
call.  I  asked  her  to  make  a  further  attempt  and,  after  returning 
to  the  call,  she  confirmed  that  Mr.  Pickard  was  not  going  to 
participate  in  the  call.  The  operator  also  advised  me  that  she  had 
not  been  able  to  connect  with  the  complainant  for  the  conference 
call. 
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The  only  party  participating  in  the  hearing  conference  call  was  the 
Ontario  Human  Rights  Commission  through  its  counsel,  Jennifer 
Scott.  However,  I  was.  satisfied  that  all  parties  had  received 
notice  of  the  hearing  by  conference  call,  as  confirmed  by  the  fact 
that  both  Ms.  Grainger  and  Mr.  Pickard  had  telephoned  the  Boards  of 
Inquiry  Office  to  advise  that  they  would  not  be  participating  in 
the  conference  call.  Accordingly,  I  proceeded  to  determine 
appropriate  dates  for  the  re-commencement  of  the  hearing  and  for 
the  scheduling  of  the  mediation  Case  Conference.  Commission 
counsel  advised  that,  in  her  view,  two  or  three  days  would  be 
sufficient  for  the  hearing.  The  dates  of  April  26,  27  and  28, 
1995,  were  tentatively  set  after  determining  the  availability  of 
Commission  counsel.  The  Case  Conference  was  set  for  March  15, 
1995. 


Subsequent  to  the  conference  call,  I  determined  that  I  was  not 
available  on  April  26,  1995;  the  hearing  days  have  therefore  been 
set  for  April  27,  28  and  May  2,  1995  as  per  the  Notice  of  Hearing. 

The  parties  are  reminded  that,  pursuant  to  s.7  of  the  Statutory 
Powers  Procedure  Act  (R.S.O.  1990,  C.  S.22),  this  Board  of  Inquiry 
may  proceed  with  the  hearing  into  whether  a  right  of  the 
complainant  under  the  Human  Rights  Code  (R.S.O.  1990,  C.  H.19)  has 
been  infringed  in  the  absence  of  any  party  who  has  received  proper 
notice  of  the  proceeding.  It  is  the  determination  of  this  Board 
that,  to  date,  proper  notice  of  the  proceedings  has  been  given  to 
all  parties. 


January  11,  1995. 
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